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Professional Learning 
Essential Agreements

 Be respectful

 Be an active participant

 Take care of your needs

 Use electronic devices as learning 
tools



Session Objectives

• Content Objective

Today I will explore and experience different 
reading strategies to help my English Language 
Learners on the STAAR Reading test.

• Language Objective

Today I will share with my peers several reading 
strategies that we will apply to a STAAR released 
test.







Literature is an art!

• Literature

• Architecture 

• Music

• Dance

• Drama

• Painting

• Sculpting



Word Analysis

Vocabulary

Fluency

Comprehension

Writing

Balanced Literacy



How deeply do we understand?
(National Research Council, 2000, Erickson 2001, Wiggins 2006)

• If we understand deeply, we can—

• Explain

• Interpret

• Apply

• See situations from a different point of view

• Feel empathy

• Reflect



Word Analysis and 
Vocabulary Development



Word Analysis in Two Languages

Latin and Greek 

Roots

Enrichment 

Methods

Strong Literacy 

Foundation

Linguistic Advantage



Morphological Analysis
(Moats, 2000)

Study of significant units of language and how 
they combine to create words. 

It helps predict the meaning of a word by 
examining its parts (root/affixes).



Vocabulary Development

Key to academic success!

Imperative for reading comprehension.

Determines how well students 

can understand both narrative and expository texts.



Effective Readers

Read More

Improve Reading Skills

Increase Vocabulary

Increase Comprehension

Enjoy Reading!



Semantic Mapping
(Moats, 2000)

Activity
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Morphological Web 
 

  

Antonyms 

≠ 
Synonyms 

= 
 

Target word 

Related 

Words 

Root  
(Prefixes & Suffixes) 

Sentence 

Definition 

Graphic Source 
 

Adapted from Karina Zuno-Chapa, 

McAllen ISD 



Semantic Mapping
(Moats, 2000)

Activity
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Morphological Web-Sample 

Antonyms 

≠ 
appear 

to come 
visible 
arrive 

Synonyms 

= 
vanish 

dissolve 

fade 

depart 

evaporate 

cease 

Target Word 

disappear 

Related 
Words 

 
dishonest 
disposable 

disintegrate 
destroy 

disarrange 

Root  
(Prefixes & Suffixes) 

 

dis = opposite 
appear = coming       

                into view 

Sentence 
 

My dog has disappeared. I 
can’t find it anywhere! 

Definition 
 
To cease coming into 
view. Stop being 
visible. 

Graphic Source 
 

Adapted from Karina Zuno-Chapa, 

McAllen ISD 

P 
 



Multiple Meaning Web

Activity



Multiple Meaning Web

Activity



Comprehension



What is Comprehension?

• To read with comprehension means to 
construct meaning by interacting with the text. 

• Comprehension is a complex mental process 
that consists of the following thinking levels.  
(Ruddell, 1995):

1. Information and data

2. Interpretation

3. Application

4. Transaction



Reading Goals

Read with comprehension

Learn from what we read

Enjoy reading!



Possible Challenges

Decoding

Fluency

Inferencing

Sight Words

Word Meaning
Limited 

Prior Knowledge

Memory 

and Processing

Application 

of Strategies Monitoring 

Understanding



Effective Readers

• Act deliberately

• Read for different purposes

• Active and engaged

• Apply comprehension strategies

• Recognize when they have problems 
comprehending a text

• Know how to fix these problems



How can we implement 
effective reading strategies 
on a STAAR Passage? 



1. Activating Prior Knowledge

Inventions

Write everything you 

know about inventions 

in black ink

Write everything else 

you learned about 

inventions in red ink

Small Groups: Circle Map - Carousel



DEFINE: Circle Map





2. SQP2RS

Individual: Ongoing

• Survey

•Question

•Predict

•Read

•Response

• Summarize



2. SQP2RS

Individual: Ongoing

• Survey

•Question

•Predict

•Read

•Response

• Summarize



3. Read-Cover-Remember-Retell

Partners: 3-Step Interview



4. Character Analysis

Small Groups: Bubble Map – Stay and Stray

BECKY

Pg. 34 
“blah…”

Witty Top: Trait

Bottom: Text Evidence

Pg. 42, “blah…”

Text Evidence

Trait



DESCRIBE: Bubble Map





BECKY

5. Compare and Contrast

Individual: Double Bubble Map – Mixed Groups

DAD



COMPARE AND CONTRAST: 
Double Bubble Map





6. Sequence of Events

Partners: Flow Map

First Second Next

Afterwards Later Right after

Later on Then At the end



SEQUENCE: Flow Map







7. Cause and Effect

Small Groups: Multi-Flow Map – Gallery Walk

Event

Cause 
1

Cause 
2

Cause 
3

Effect 1

Effect 2

Effect 3



CAUSE AND EFFECT: 
Multi-Flow Map







8. Double Entry Journal

Individual: Reflectionary – Inside-Outside Circle

Quote Personal Reflection

“Becky’s father 

took her to a 

hardware store, 

where they 

bought a special 

paint that glows 

after it has been 

exposed to light 

for a short time.”

Becky Shroeder, 

Young Inventor

Paragraph 5

My dad was a 

chemical 

engineer, so when 

I was little he 

would always 

encourage me to 

discover and 

explore the world 

around me. One 

time, he helped 

me collect rose 

petals. Then, we 

put them in a little 

container with 

alcohol. The next 

day, I had a brand 

new perfume!



8. Use of Social Media

Small group: Expert Jigsaw + Gallery Walk

• Twitter for Professional Development

@esc1bilingual

@bilingualpride

@rgv_tabe

@edutopia

@ColorinColorado

@educationweek

@teainfo

https://www.edutopia.org/article/6-techniques-building-reading-skills-susan-barber?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=socialflowhttps://www.edutopia.org/article/6-techniques-building-reading-skills-susan-barber?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=socialflow


9. Differentiated Instruction

Small group: Jigsaw



Session Objectives

• Content Objective

Today I explored and experienced different 
reading strategies to help my English Language 
Learners on the STAAR Reading test.

• Language Objective

Today I shared with my peers (orally and in 
writing) several reading strategies that we applied 
to a STAAR released test.



Tickets Out

• I used to think…

• But now I know…
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